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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 28 
January 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 11-12, filed 28 January 2008, with respect to 
the rejection of claim 42 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejection of 2 November 2007 has been 
withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 28 January 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Regarding the arguments beginning on page 16, Applicant asserts 
that Murase et al. (US 5,178,447) "does not take into consideration the above- 
mentioned problems [indicated on page 15 of the remarks] involved in making a larger 
sized backlight unit." The Examiner respectfully disagrees because the advantages, as 
indicated on page 15 of the Remarks, are not claimed subject matter. 

Furthermore, Applicant asserts that Murase provides "no description regarding 
the position where the driving means is arranged... there is nothing inherent regarding 
where a driving means is provided." The Examiner, again, respectfully disagrees. 
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Clearly driving means are required by the lighting device of Murase because it is a well 
known fact that fluorescent tubes, like those of Murase, require driving means to power 
the bulbs. As far as positioning goes, based on the tubing, driving means would be 
positioned at each end to support— which meets the claim limitations— and provide 
electrical current to drive the light sources. Figure A has been provided below with 
driving means added in a position that would be clear to those having ordinary skill in 
the art. 

- 17 H 




14 17 

FIGURE A: Figure 5 of Murase modified to show clear position of driving means. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. As best understood, claims 42 and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Murase et al. (US 5,178,447). 

Regarding claim 42, Murase discloses a backlight unit, comprising: 
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a plurality of straight tube fluorescent lamps [17; figures 5 and 6] 
arranged substantially parallel to one another in the longitudinal direction 
of the fluorescent lamps [figure 5]; and 

driving means arranged on one-end sides of the plural fluorescent 
lamps for driving the plural of fluorescent lamps by applying a high voltage 
to one-end terminals of the plural fluorescent lamps [Murase does not 
directly disclose the driving means; however, the lamps have terminals on 
the ends of the lamps and it is inherent in the art that driving means are 
required to power electrical features], wherein 

brightness compensation means [14, column 4, line 26; 12] are 
provided for compensating for uneven brightness in the longitudinal 
direction of the plural fluorescent lamps by decreasing the brightness of 
the fluorescent lamps on one end side or increasing the brightness of the 
fluorescent lamps on the other end side or controlling brightness in 
combination from the both end sides [figure 9; column 6, lines 15-28]. 
In regard to claim 59, Murase discloses a liquid crystal display device comprising: 

the backlight unit of claim 42 [see above]; and 

a liquid crystal panel [6] illuminated by the backlight unit [column 3, 
lines 35-40]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 49 is allowed. Prior art fails to disclose or render obvious a backlight 
having a reflector portion having two reflective layers wherein the arrangement of the 
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layers makes up the brightness compensation means. The brightness compensation 
means having two portions a first portion comprised of both the first and second 
reflective layers stacked one above the other and a second portion comprised of only 
the first reflective layer. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Regarding the submitted foreign document submitted on 28 
January 2008 by Hirakata et al. (JP 2000-047169), this reference is cited as a backlight 
unit having a plurality of parallel fluorescent lamps, a driving means, and brightness 
compensation means. 

8. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEAH S. LOVELL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2719. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong-Suk (James) Lee can be reached on (571) 272-7044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Leah Lovell /Y M. Lee/ 

Examiner Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2885 

18 March 2008 
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